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Christ conquered the grave and in so doing met our gravest need
Introduc)on
In my home we have a basket that collects printer paper that has been used on one side but where the
other side is sIll available for drawing or making a quick note. This scrap paper stash is also the go to
supply for paper when the kids seMle into a paper airplane construcIon frenzy. Who doesn’t like making
paper airplanes? My kids have a book that has detailed instrucIons on how to make any number of
paper airplanes. Some of the designs are simple and easy to follow but others get quite complicated.
It happens every once in awhile that one of my children will stop through my in-home oﬃce with a paper
airplane in one hand and the paper airplane construcIon instrucIon book in the other. The paper
airplane will oTen look a liMle oﬀ: with wings a liMle short, or fuselage a liMle tall, and tell-tale signs of
mulIple fold lines that have been smoothed out and adjusted. They will approach my desk and ask if I
can help make the design they have been aMempIng to make. You see they recognize that what they
have and what is displayed on the page is diﬀerent, not only does it look diﬀerent, it doesn’t ﬂy well at
all. The aMempt to get to the end result without going through the steps always results in something less
than the ideal. It just doesn’t ﬂy.
This is similar to the passage we have before us today and the results of living either as fully embracing
of Christ’s design for his church or aMempIng to just have the appearance of doing so. In the ﬁrst, we
see the believers as being of one heart and soul, giving grounds for the tesImony of the apostles to be
proclaimed about the resurrecIon of the Christ, and every need within the community to be met. But
tragically in the second we see ruin comes upon the couple, Ananias and Sapphira, when they want to
parIcipate in the ChrisIan community, the church, on their own terms. They are brought to immediate
judgement and death. Their recorded tesImony is tragically like the improperly folded piece of paper
that has the resemblance of a paper airplane, the end result of trying to appear like a fully devoted
member of the body of Christ is ruin.
I don’t want any of us to get to comfortable as this message is ge\ng started. Because if we reﬂect upon
our church and our parIcipaIon within in it I don’t think we can say with conﬁdence we are one heart
and soul with one another. I mean fully one heart and soul. I don’t think we can say that everything we
have is not counted as our own. I’m not saying we are not compassionate towards one another, but the
truth is we sIll have needs that go unmet. Peter accused Ananias of allowing Satan to ﬁll his heart to lie.
I don’t believe we are ﬁlled with Satan as believers in Christ, but I do believe we have been compromised
as a church by Satan’s lies. The church is made up of individuals, and each individual is baMling sin and
decepIon. As this happens in the community our ability to be of one heart and soul is jeopardized. The
answer to our problem remains the same. What was it that the apostles were giving tesImony to? The
resurrecIon of the Lord Jesus. Church when our whole devoIon is to following Christ because of what
he has done, our lives are no longer consumed with how to preserve something for ourselves. We give
up on trying to maintain appearances. The truth is: Christ conquered the grave and in so doing met our
gravest need.
Where Grace Abounds (vv32-37)
1.v32a “Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul,…”
a.We are talking about believers, this ideal picture, where grace abounds is in the church. To
state the obvious the church is made up of believers in Jesus Christ.

i.When we consider the phrase that they were of one heart and soul we can’t help
but think of life and vitality. This is unity at its ﬁnest.
b.v32b “…and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own,…”
i.Maybe this is diﬃcult for us to grasp in the United States of America. We are so
condiIoned to make it on our own, that the idea of sharing is something we teach to our children but
don’t always model as adults.
ii.However, I want us to ask a quesIon of ourselves. A quick survey if you will. Who
here has something in their possession that belongs to another member of this local church? A book, a
tool, a vehicle, a saddle…, baby items. Maybe it has been given to you with no expectaIon of having it
returned.
c.v32c “…but they had everything in common.”
i.Here the idea is advanced even further. Who are we talking about? The believers,
the members of the early ChrisIan community in Jerusalem. They are said to have had everything in
common.
1.When you are of one heart and soul this is not strange.
2.It sounds somewhat strange to us because I believe we fail at the ﬁrst
point, not completely, but corrupIon is present which hinders us.
a.Satan’s lies.
b.Our own sin.
d.v33 “…with great power the apostles were giving their tes:mony to the resurrec:on...”
i.Within this ideal environment that is being explained in these verses we see what
the church is concentrated on being fed from – teaching and tesImony about the resurrecIon of Jesus
from the apostles.
ii.It was by grace the Christ came and died for the sinners and in focusing upon
what Christ did they were recipients of great grace.
1.They were focused upon Christ: Christ conquered the grave and in so
doing met their gravest need.
e.v34 “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners…”
i.If you embrace the most fundamental aspect of ChrisIanity, that Jesus lived the
perfect sinless life, went to the cross on our behalf as an atonement for sin, died upon that cross,
suﬀering the full wrath of God, being put into the grave, - and then raising to glorious life on the third
day. The resurrecIon of Jesus!
ii.If he conquered the grave and through faith in him allows his followers to
conquer the grave, then we don’t need to be concerned with preserving our own life – he has met our
gravest need!
f.v35 “…and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”

i.This wasn’t everyone sold everything. This wasn’t all becoming equally poor. It
was a pracIcal recogniIon of seeing what needs were present and then taking that recogniIon to the
point of acIon.
1.John StoM: “Although in fact and in law they conInued to own their goods,
yet in heart and mind they culIvated an a\tude so radical that they thought of their possessions as
being available to help their needy sisters and brothers.”
ii.v36 “Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means
son of encouragement), a Levite, a na:ve of Cyprus,…”
1.Here we are introduced to the venerable Barnabas. The apostles called
this man Joseph, by a name that means son of encouragement – the name we know him by through
the rest of the book of Acts.
2.v37 “…sold a ﬁeld that belonged to him and brought the money...”
a.His introducIon is a historical point of reference, real detail of
what this ideal situaIon in the church looked like, carried out to compleIon.
b.This was characterisIc of being of one heart and soul in the early
church. Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer speaks similarly in his book The Cost of Discipleship. He writes,
i.“A sign has been given the powerless have here and now
received a plot of earth for they have the church and its fellowship its goods its brothers and sisters in
the midst of persecuIons even to the length of the cross.”
Transi)on: This secIon at the end of chapter 4 verses 32-37 describes in detail what life was like Where
Grace Abounds, it is much like what we studied in Acts 2:42-47. But what has taken place between
chapter 2 and now this descripIon of the believers in chapter 4? They have started coming under aMack,
Peter and John were thrown in prison, placed on trial before the ruling counsel. The believers were being
aMacked from those outside the church. No doubt those aMacks being insIgated by Satan. The aMacks
were not having the eﬀect desired by our enemy, so what we will see next is an aMack from within and
how God tenaciously guards his church from this type of aMack.

Where Greed Abounds (vv1-11)
i.v1a “But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira,…”
g.These two are being put in direct contrast to Barnabas. They are being presented as the
exact opposite of living in accordance with the truth Christ conquered the grave and in so doing met
our gravest need. What we will witness from these two is that they felt it necessary to meet their
own needs. Causing us to quesIon if they had trusted Jesus to meet their gravest need.
i.v1b-2 “…sold a piece of property, and with his wife’s knowledge he kept...”
1.As Luke records this we are so close to v32 “no one said that any of the
things belonged to him” that when we read “he kept back for himself some of the proceeds…”
diﬀerent!

2.We should immediately be quesIoning what is happening here? This is

3.v3 “But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan ﬁlled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit…”
recognizes this is the work of Satan. It does not absolve Ananias of the wrong doing.

Peter

ii.Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer: “By making his oﬀer on his own terms he alters the whole
posiIon. For discipleship can tolerate no condiIons which might come between Jesus and our
obedience to him.”
h.Here in the passage before us we even have recorded a series of quesIons, quesIons
asked by Peter, that help us understand the full embracing of the decepIon Ananias took in this
deed.
i.Peter says, v4a “While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?”
1.It was not required for individuals to sell their belongings. It was okay to
have things that remained ones own.
ii.v4b “And aTer it was sold, was it not at your disposal?”
1.If something was to be sold, the proceeds even sIll remained as a
belonging of the one who sold the good. So, ownership is clearly not the problem.
iii.v4c “Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?”
1.The deed is a misleading, a decepIon that had taken place. Somehow
Ananias thought he would bring the proceeds of this sale, keep back some for himself, and yet lead
the apostles on to believe that what was brought was the whole amount.
2.The meeIng of needs within the body by selling goods and property
would have been well known, and God would have been praised for such acts. Ananias wanted full
recogniIon for the good deed and he also wanted to keep some of the money, because aTer all who
couldn’t use a liMle extra money.
b.v4d “You have not lied to man but to God.”
i.For those of us gathered here, I hope that what we are working through is a
serious reminder that our lives are fully known to God. We are not able to say one thing and think
another. We are not able to act one way in secret and another way in public. We are to be a people
known for our integrity.
c.v5 “When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great...”
i.The oﬀense against God, the aMempted decepIon of the Holy Spirit was brought
to immediate judgment. The oﬀense brought immediate death! God acted to protect his church. Are
we similarly zealous for the purity of the church?
ii.This is a challenging passage of Scripture. I want to show you another similar
instance from the book of Acts that will help ground us more ﬁrmly in our understanding of what is
happening here.
1.Acts 8:9–24
2.What is diﬀerent between the recorded oﬀenses? The oﬀense of Ananias
and the oﬀense of Simon?
a.Don’t you see that Simon was at a place of ignorance when he was
making his request, that from his ignorance he was challenged to repent – and he did! When Simon
was confronted he sought repentance and he lived.

b.Ananias had predetermined to carry out his act of wrongdoing. He
did so with the knowledge of his wife Sapphira. He knowingly went ahead with his act, expecIng
nothing ill to come of it. I believe he thought it would turn out for the best. Accolades for a good
deed, and some extra money for his own needs. However, when confronted, he fell down dead!
carried him out and buried him.”

i.v6 “The young men rose and wrapped him up and

d.vv7-8 “AOer an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing....”
i.In comes Sapphira, she has every chance to come clean. Instead what happens,
she holds to the story that her and Ananias had come up with.
e.v9a “But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit…”
i.In my study of this passage I look at this couple, this husband and wife, Ananias
and Sapphira, and I cannot help but think of the marriages that are represented here in this church.
You know we hold marriage in a high posiIon, because Scripture holds it in a high posiIon. God has
given us a wonderful giT with the joining together of a man and a woman in a life long covenantal
relaIonship.
1.But the relaIonship is in no way is to be superior to the relaIonship we
have with God. It should be an impossibility for believers joined together in marriage, I’m talking
husband and wife, brother and sister in Christ, children of God.
2.It should be impossible for two believers to be equally deceived into doing
that which is contrary to God’s commands. We are to help each other maintain a high and pure
standing before the sight of God. This is one of the great beneﬁts of marriage. This is what Peter is
quesIoning with this woman, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord?”
3.Let me ask, are you on the verge of doing this very thing in your marriage?
Wives, are you going along with something your husband is doing that is contrary to God’s clear
commands, because you are trusIng him over God? Husbands, are you failing to lead your wife by
going along with something she is doing that is contrary to God’s clear commands, because of your
fear of standing up to her?
ii.vv9b-10 “Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at...”
1.God carries out swiT judgement. It is obvious from this text that God is
zealous for the purity of his church.
iii.v11 “And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who...”
1.This verse speaks of this great fear that came upon the whole church, it is
the same fear that is spoken about in v5 when Ananias fell down dead. To help explain this type of
fear I will enlist the help of Hopeful and ChrisIan from John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. We pick up
with their discourse ﬁrst with Hopeful:
a.“ChrisIan – True or right fear is discovered by three things: 1) By
its rise; it is caused by saving convicIons for sin. 2) It driveth the soul to lay fast hold of Christ for
salvaIon. 3) It begeMeth and conInueth in the soul a great reverence of God, his Word, and ways,
keeping it tender, and making it afraid to turn from them, to the right hand or to the leT, to anything

that may dishonor God, break its peace, grieve the Spirit, or cause the enemy to speak
reproachfully.”
2.This quote from John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress is the type of reverent
fear that comes upon the church and those who became familiar with what happened with Ananias
and Sapphira.
3.This type of fear is in many ways absent today within ChrisIanity. It is
deﬁnitely absent in the secular culture surrounding the church.
a.Speaking of the church, reminds me that the term here in v11
ekklēsia, translated church, is the ﬁrst Ime it is used in the book of Acts.
i.Prior to its use here it is only found in the gospel of
MaMhew in chapter 16 once and chapter 18 twice, those uses are by the Lord in speaking of building
his church and protecIng its purity.
ii.Of course, aTer this point in the book of Acts and
throughout the rest of the New Testament it is used in abundance.
Transi)on: In the next secIon we will see that “None of the rest dared to join…and more than ever
believers were added to the Lord.” We started out in our study with the believers being of one heart and
soul, we have just covered a secIon where some who were presumed to be part of the church were put
to death by God which brings us to our conclusion where we must ask some diﬃcult quesIons.

Conclusion
What type of faith do you have? Is it a faith in Jesus that is predicated on your own set of terms? Terms
that when all is going alright for you are worth keeping, but when it starts to get tough are breakable? If
we approach our relaIonship with Christ in that manner then we can expect our church to be of liMle
value. It will be a church like one of those paper airplanes my kids bring to me that look kind of like the
picture, but they just don’t ﬂy. If, however we hold fast to the truth that Christ conquered the grave and
in so doing met our gravest need. Then our church will trend towards that which is seen in Acts 2 and as
studied here in Acts 4. A church where we will be one heart and soul. A church where we will not count
anything as our own, but as any has need we will work together to see those needs met. It will be easy
to do so because we will rest ﬁrm in the fact that through the resurrecIon Jesus Christ conquered the
grave and in so doing met out gravest need. All other needs are trivial in comparison with our gravest
need. To be in such a church will be fearful to those who would just want a place to be for the fun of it,
but it will pose no barrier whatsoever to those Christ has called to himself for we will soar with wings like
eagles, we will run and not be weary, we will walk and not grow faint (Is 40:31).
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3. Talk together about the God’s truth:
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the primary point of our faith is
Christ’s resurrection – how are we
then able to live Christ-like in the
church? What impact does living this
way have on the watching world?

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down,
and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” - Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (ESV)

