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When you submit to God you grow, the church is uniﬁed, and he is gloriﬁed.
Introduc)on
As we live out our lives amongst sinners, and of course being sinners ourselves, we inevitably
develop criHcal thoughts about others. SomeHmes those criHcal thoughts manifest themselves into
outright criHcism. While this is happening, from our perspecHve, others are doing the same thing
regarding us.
I ﬁnd our secHon of text this morning to be a powerful case study in the receiving of criHcism
and how to answer criHcs. Simply think about the week that just ended to see if this topic is relevant. Did
anyone criHcize a meal that you made? What about a policy you have at your business? Perhaps your
children have openly criHcized your decision to punish their demonstrated disobedience? Those are just
a few brief examples, but the list could easily go on.
What if I turn the table on you? Have you been the one doing the criHcizing? Either in thought or
in word, maybe even in acHon. I’ll share a ridiculous one from my past. Newly married, living in a campus
town apartment with my wife, and I suddenly realized a diﬀerent way existed to fold towels. I had grown
up thinking towels were folded a certain way and now that way was being challenged. I think I muddled
a weak criHcism of this diﬀerence. But then childishly led a campaign of folding towels in a diﬀerent
manner whenever I folded the laundry. I was being criHcal with my acHons.
Now I believe this type of criHcism ranges in scope in our daily lives, but it doesn’t remain in the
small and trivial – no it grows and manifests itself in our understanding of Biblical truths as well.
We might hang onto our preconceived no2ons of who might be permi7ed into a life changing
rela2onship with Jesus to the actual exclusion of those he has chosen. Pu=ng us in the wrong and in
need of repentance. This is an ongoing part of the sanc2ﬁca2on processes that is being worked out in
believers – individually and corporately.
It shouldn’t be too diﬃcult for us to recognize that when we are not conformed to God’s will in
our understanding, we are ul2mately denying him glory and a7emp2ng to redirect that glory to
ourselves. Holding our opinion to a higher level of authority than it deserves. This leads to oppressive
views that hinder personal growth, s2ﬂe rela2onships, and hinder the gospel.
What we have been studying in Acts these past few weeks has been a careful dismantling of
barriers. Barriers that arose from a misunderstanding that existed about who was to be saved. The
Jewish believers had one idea, an idea that Peter was holding fast to unHl God powerfully intervened to
show him that God shows no parHality. ExciHngly Peter was able to witness ﬁrst hand the conversion of
GenHles to the faith! This was much to his own shock.
What I see happening in the life of Peter and what I see happening in the lives of those idenHﬁed
in our text as those of the circumcision party is: When you submit to God you grow, the church is
uniﬁed, and he is gloriﬁed.
This is a wonderful truth to behold. It elevates God, strengthens his body, and allows the church to fulﬁll
its highest aim – to bring glory to God.
Cri)cism (Peter rocked the boat), received gracefully vv1-14
1.v1 “Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gen2les also...”
a.This was big news! A grand departure from what was believed to be orthodox. Even
though over the past few weeks as we have been working through chapter 10 and most acutely
Peter’s struggle with his assignment to go to the GenHles (represented by Cornelius).

i.This revelaHon wasn’t ready to be accepted elsewhere in The Way. Not in the
least! The criHcs were stewing. They were debaHng this news and you get the sense that they were
just waiHng for the inevitable confrontaHon.
ii.But we cannot forget Peter. Self-conscience, I have no doubt, about his role in
breaking tradiHon. TradiHon that had stood for well over a thousand years. But he doesn’t avoid the
confrontaHon that he had to be expecHng.
b.vv2-3 “So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party cri2cized him,
saying,...”
i.I am sure most of us have our ideas about impetuous Peter. When we are honest
with our evaluaHon we see much of ourselves in the Apostle Peter. I’m hoping we will see a side of him
today we don’t o^en give him enough credit for. A humility and tenderness towards those who were
ready to criHcize his acHons in Caesarea.
1.When Luke here is referring to the circumcision party, this is not a minority
group – rather it is the whole of the ChrisHan faith up to this point minus a few excepHons
(Samaritans, Ethiopian Eunuch, and a blossoming group of believers in Caesarea).
2.IniHally all the converts to ChrisHanity were from the Jewish people – up
unHl Caesarea.
ii.Look with me at our now familiar account of how God orchestrated this highly
criHcized meeHng between Peter and Cornelius to take place.
c.v4 “But Peter began and explained it to them in order:”
i.NoHce church it doesn’t say Peter rebuked them. Rather Peter received their
criHcism gracefully. Mind you it was a criHcism that Peter had also shared in shortly before God
intervened in his own life.
1.This realizaHon absolutely humbles Peter.
ii.He knows he must carefully explain how this all came to be. He must present his
case.
d.v5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great
sheet...”
i.Peter is telling these criHcal people. It all started when I received a vision from
heaven! In another word – it wasn’t my idea.
1.v6 “Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and
rep2les...”
a.Literally he is saying, “animals described in the Scriptures as
unclean for us.”
2.v7 “And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’”
a.Peter was taken back by such an outrageous suggesHon, just as
any of those listening to his account would have been, so he conHnues.
i.v8 “But I said, ‘By no means, Lord;...’”
ii.Peter is in essence saying I said what any of us would
have said. No! It is not right! It has never been allowed.
3.vv9-10 “But the voice answered a second 2me from heaven, ‘What God
has made...”
a.Peter is empathizing with the circumcision party. He is ﬁnding that
common ground that Seth referred to last week. The common ground of being adherents to the law.
RecounHng this massive dilemma he found himself in with this vision from heaven.

ii.But if the vision from heaven wasn’t enough evidence, then while Peter was
pondering the vision another act of God is unveiled.
1.v11 “And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in
which...”
a.Peter is recounHng the story as he lived it. This is the most
personal way he can convey the message.
b.This is how you too will be most eﬀecHve in sharing how God is at
work, when you share how he is at work around you. We can all think of amazing works recorded
about how God worked in someone else’s life, but our friends and family want to know why we
believe in Jesus. They want to know why our lives are diﬀerent because of Christ.
2.v12a “And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no dis2nc2on.”
a.Of course, the men from Caesarea were GenHles, and I was being
told by the Spirit to not use that as a reason to turn them down, but rather I was to go with them.
GenHles!
b.v12b “These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered...”
i.Peter told the account. But he also brought the
witnesses. Just as to this day we value credible witnesses. Jewish law required true witnesses as well
as a suﬃcient number.
ii.Deut. 19:15-21
iii.One of the things I cherish most about being in the
church is the closeness of our relaHonships. We have grown together as a body and we can aeest to
the work that is being done in each other’s lives. If for some reason this hasn’t been your experience
with the church let me urge you to aeend the next four weeks as we take a break from Acts to work
through the value of church membership. This is by no means a step we are taking lightly, but as elders
we have been encouraged by the careful study of God’s word to explore the value of membership to
this local body.
iv.Peter is standing before those who are criHcizing his
interacHon with the GenHles with 6 faithful brothers by his side. This is a great comfort to us who are
grounded in the church, to know we have Christ as the head and we have each other as his body (Eph
5:23).
iii.v13 “And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send
to…”
1.For Peter this all started with a vision a trance. But it wasn’t only him who
was receiving revelaHon. He also ﬁnds out that the GenHle man, Cornelius, was visited by an angel
from God who instructed him to send for Peter.
a.Peter is showing his criHcs just how much God was doing to make
sure this unorthodox meeHng took place. The very meeHng that was the basis for their scruHny of
him.
b.The meeHng was to take place for an eternally signiﬁcant reason.
For a kingdom expanding reason. That is what he shares in v14.
2.v14 “he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved,...”
a.This is a level of detail we haven’t received up to this point. But
here as Peter is appealing to those criHcizing him for going to the GenHles he reveals he was being
summoned to bring the message of the gospel.

b.Cornelius as we know was a devout man, he prayed conHnually,
and he gave generously to the poor.
i.But no maeer how righteous these deeds were; they
were sHll far short of bringing him and his household salvaHon. Peter needed to come and share the
truth about salvaHon through the Risen Savior.
TransiHon: Peter had rocked the boat and those who were used to things being only a certain way could
not understand why Peter would do such a thing. They criHcized him for his acHons. But Peter received
their criHcism gracefully and carefully explained all that had happened leading up to his arrival in
Caesarea. Peter had learned that by submikng to God – he had grown. He was walking by faith. In these
ﬁrst 14 verses he gave the account in order, but he doesn’t stop. Peter conHnues in our next secHon with
an appeal to what has become widely known if not directly experienced as common in The Way and to
the word revealed by Christ.
Explana)on from Scripture and Chris)an Experience (Peter soothes with Scripture) vv15-17
i.v15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.”
e.This is how it happened on the day of Pentecost. A^er Christ had ascended to the right
hand of the Father the disciples were waiHng in Jerusalem as Jesus had instructed them. (Acts 2:1–4)
f.The experience on the day of Pentecost changed everything. The promised Holy Spirit was
sent – ﬁlling the believers.
g.Peter was there. He tells those gathered around him that what happened in Caesarea was
just like the day of Pentecost. The Spirit fell! He appeals to a common ChrisHan experience to say
what happened to us, also happened to the GenHles! This is a work of God.
h.v16 “And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John bap2zed with water, but you...’”
i.Taking the group back again to the early days of Acts as well as the ministry of Christ, Peter
wisely appeals to higher authority.
i.Acts 1:4-5 “And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John
bap2zed with water, but you will be bap2zed with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.””
ii.MaV 3:11 ““I bap2ze you with water for repentance, but he who is coming aXer
me is migh2er than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will bap2ze you with the Holy Spirit
and ﬁre.”
g.A^er appealing to the words of Christ and the well-known tesHmony of John the BapHst
concerning Jesus – Peter puts the quesHon to his inquisitors.
h.v17 “If then God gave the same giX to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ,..?”
i.Peter didn’t start with the quesHon. He carefully explained the extraordinary events as God
led him. He even shares how he was able to come to the conclusion that he came to.
j.Isn’t this what we all long for? When we are uncertain of why life is going the way it is
going, when our natural reacHon is to put up our ﬁercest opposiHon to change. Isn’t it at these Hmes
that we want someone to carefully lead us through Hmes of uncertainty – Hmes of change?
i.We can be this type of friend. We can be faithful to God and careful with those
who are quesHoning our reasons.
ii.We can and we should be this way, but we can only do so when we take God at
his word and trust him.
iii.This is what Peter had to do. Despite what he believed was right, he trusted
God’s word above his own. He submieed to God and he grew. He reﬂected upon the teaching of his

Master Jesus. In this way Peter was able to lovingly share with his criHcs and watch the church
marvelously become uniﬁed - even as it sat on the precipice of disaster.
1.Brothers and Sisters, our community and our country need us to take our
cues from an Acts 11 Peter. The divisiveness is thick around us. It is turning daily more virulent. The
cure is the gospel of Jesus Christ. Not a gospel that gets blasted from the hip like a fast drawn six
shooter out of the old west, but a careful even a tender applicaHon of truth.
2.MeeHng criHcs at a place of commonality and then sharing our personal
tesHmony of how God is making a diﬀerence in our own life and how he has changed us overHme.
Mind you, in doing so not forgekng where you started, because it is o^en where you started that
you will most easily connect with the non-believer.
3.Give the credit to God. It wasn’t a formula you developed, something you
stumbled upon, but the careful guiding hand of the Holy Spirit leading you along the way.
4.And I menHoned tender earlier, because facing criHcism as Peter was
doing can cause our defenses to go up. Trust me, your face doesn’t need to turn hard, your words
don’t need to become biHng, your tone doesn’t need to turn cold.
5.Peter stood there in front of his criHcs in an understanding manner,
received their criHcism gracefully, and appealed to the power of God to redirect the lives of the men
opposing him to conform to God’s will.
6.Turn with me to the other book credited to Luke as the author, Luke 19:1-10
k.“He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named
Zacchaeus…”
i.To seek and to save the lost must be our aim. We of course want to live in close
relaHonship with Christ. But in order to be close to Christ we also have to share in his passion. It is
without a doubt that Jesus loved sinners and was willing to spend Hme with them to the point that
they were willing to forsake their sin to follow him.
ii.Let me ask you does that resonate within you? Do the tears begin to well up at
the thought of watching the sinner suﬀer one more day apart from the saving knowledge of Christ? If
so then I would say the Spirit is working in you and you are rightly sensiHve to the heart of God.
iii.Ezekiel 34:11-16
l.Throughout Scripture we read of God’s great desire to bring his own close to him. When we
are walking according to the Spirit this is to be our heart as well as we conform to the Father’s will.
This is a painful desire, no doubt. It cost our Savior a brutal death upon the cross, separaHon from
the Father, and the crushing burden of the wrath of God.
i.He did it willingly for hosHle sinners.
TransiHon: As Peter shared his experience with the likes of the circumcision party in Jerusalem their hard
hearts were melted by the truth. The care with which Peter treated them was disarming and they were
once again uniﬁed with their brother and were willing to see the church uniﬁed around Christ – not
circumcision. This brings glory to God – the ulHmate purpose of the church and what we see in the last
point.
God is Gloriﬁed v18
i.v18 “When they heard these things they fell silent. And they gloriﬁed God, saying, “Then to the
GenHles...”

m.The criHcs have been treated with such care, they have been treated so tenderly, the
truth of Christ’s words have been appealed to rightly – and what happens? Their criHcism ceases.
n.No argument remains as to why Peter would do such a thing as, “eat with GenHles.”
i.“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gala)ans 3:28
ii.For it is just as Christ proclaimed in MaV. 8:11 “I tell you, many will come from
east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven,”
d.With what Christ proclaimed beginning to come true, the believers who met Peter to
criHcize him are instead given over to fulﬁlling the purpose of the church, to bring glory to God. They
gloriﬁed God for saving the GenHles.
i.But we cannot overlook the signiﬁcance of the words used to describe the
salvaHon of the GenHles. These believers say the GenHles have been granted
repentance that leads to life.
ii.You see it is only by turning away from sin at the realizaHon of God’s holiness
that we experience salvaHon. Jesus Christ is the Savior – he is the Savior for those
who believe in him. We show our belief in him by turning away from sin and turning
towards him – placing our faith in him.
1.Rom 4:16
TransiHon: Peter is being led by the Holy Spirit to speak words of truth. The criHcs are silenced – at least
at voicing their criHcism, but they ﬁnd their new voice to bring glory to God and to speak powerfully true
words concerning the value of repentance at conversion.
Conclusion
What we have seen in this passage is not unlike what we might experience in the work place or talking
with someone at our kids’ sporHng event. CriHcism may come at our next family gathering. Peter went
up to Jerusalem and didn’t shy away from the inevitable conﬂict that he must have been expecHng. But
his approach was unlike that which we have come to expect from Peter. He received the criHcism
gracefully and was able to soothe with Scripture. Even though he had rocked the boat, he was able to
right it once again with carefully applied truth. Peter had learned that When you submit to God you
grow, the church is uniﬁed, and he is gloriﬁed. I pray that we have learned that lesson more fully as
well. That when we submit to God we grow in our sancHﬁcaHon. As we grow together in this manner the
church is uniﬁed around Christ. This then of course allows us to live our very reason for existence – to
glorify God and enjoy him forever.

